
 

 

 

The Designer 

By the way, Tim de Paravicini is the head designer of the EAR products (which 

stands for Esoteric Audio Research). Tim is a really interesting man as his 
accomplishments in audio are incredible. He has designed amplifiers for Lux 

Corporation (Luxman), Michaelson and Austin, and worked as a design consultant 
to Tangent Loudspeakers, Musical Fidelity and Alba Radio Corporation. He also 

designs and builds professional audio gear under the EAR banner. This includes 
modifying recording equipment, studio equipment, record cutting equipment, tape 

machines like his favorite (and legendary) Studer C37. In fact Tim's recording 

studio work includes none other than famous musician and singer Paul McCartney! 

In an interview for the former Audio magazine in January 1995, Tim is quoted as 

saying "I don't have to use tubes in my designs; I only do it for marketing reasons. 

I've got an exact equivalent in solid state. I can make either type do the same job, 
and I have no preference. People can't pick which is which. And electrons have no 

memory of where they've been: The end result is what counts. Most transistor-
circuit architecture was different from tube-circuit architecture, and that's what 

people were hearing, more than the device itself. The main advantage of tubes is 
that an average tube has more gain than an average transistor. Second, tubes 

don't have the enormous storage times of transistors, so they are very fast. Tubes 
can go to 100MHz without trying." Hmmm-very interesting. Is it possible that the 

typical sounds from tube and transistor gear sounds different because of the circuit 

topology rather than the actual device? Interesting debate, is it not?" 

Tim de Paravicini is also a very controversial individual. Some people have called 

him (among other things) arrogant, "the wild man of audio" and "the best tube 

circuit designer alive", as well as probably some less flattering names. This, writes 
Hi-Fi News in November 1994 "attests to both the fear he instills in his opposition 

and the respect which even his rivals hold for him." I met Tim at CES a number of 
years ago and he struck me in our short conversation as a very confident and 

extremely bright man, probably bordering on genius. I have heard from several 
sources that he has solved circuit problems in seconds that have baffled other 

designers for months or more. Quite an interesting man! he is an individual and 
something I believe we need more of. Tim's uniqueness is much needed instead of 

everyone trying to behave like the masses or like someone else. 

 


